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Sugarcane borer moths and sugarcane © seetles noted in Louisiana, 
Armyworm moth taken at Knoxville, Tennessee, Mace Ave tear 
osylla laying eggs at Yakima QR - Washington. Aphids on apples 
recorded in New Jersey March 24, Vineennes, Indiana March 44 and 
southern INinois March 1’. Tarnis! ied plant bug on alfalfa at 

Villa Ridge, Illinois, March17. Vegetable weevil appearing in | 
tobacco plant beds in North Carolina. . Elm leaf.beetle emerging ~ 
from hibernation in Boise Valley,- Idaho, March 40. Hora flies 
observed at Knoxville, Tennessee, March 23. . Lone star tick 
appearing in Oklahoma. Colorado potato beetle adults at Hastings, 
Florida. 
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WEATHER POR WEEK ENDING MARCH 30, 1954 


Above normal precipitation over the East and much of the far 
Western portions of the country was generally senefical to spring 
crops and ranges. Cold weather retarded growth somewhat in the 
WES ae lowit abnor mal: warmth in the South and Hast was favorable for 
go08 ‘advancement, The last two days were cold and snowy in northern 
areas and at the end of the period much colder weather was moving 
outhward and eastward from the Central Interior. Frequent wide- 
ie d precipitation char ag the ae totaled from 1/4 inch to over 
two inches in most sections east of the Great Plains, up to one 
inch or more in large areas of the Pacific States and far Southwest 
and in scattered sections of the North Central Interior including 
north central and western Wyoming, but amounts were very light in 
the western portions of the central and lower Great Plains and rains 
missed western Texas and scutheastern New Mexico altogether. In 
western portions of Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, southeastern Colorado 
and castern New Mexico, drought and ‘intermittent strong wind and 
Gust took a further toal of small grains and pastures remained in 
poor condition, In Arizona rainfall during the period March 21-25th 
was ug 1¢ heaviest March rainfall in meny years, Totals for the period 
ranged up to 7.35 inches at McNary, 5.11 Tonto Creek and 10. 43 
ee Workman Creek. The entire State received over an inch ex- 
cept some southwestern arid extreme northeastern localities. In many 
areas spring feed crop prospects are now excellent and water supplies 
have been considerably improved. Heavy rains alleviated the water 
shortage in most sections of Missouri and light to neavy amounts over 
the Ohio, Tennessee, and Mississippi Valleys kept top soil moisture 
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(Weather Continued on page 233). 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECSs 


PEA APHID (Macro#ivhim pisi) TEXAS Light infestation in alfalfa, 
> per 10 Sweeps, in Rockwall area. (Garner). Heavy widespread 
infestation:on alialfa it E] Paso area causing severe damage, es- 
pecially to newly -seéded alfalfa. Lad: beetle build-up lagging in 
most cases, (McFedries), DELAWARE - Already ae esent in 
many alfalta fields, populations increasing, especially in northern 
halt of State, (Late News). NEW MEXICO ~- Continues in outbreak 

umbers, Reported in alfalfa as far north as Tucumcari in “uay 
Goniritay “So tar, lady beetles navel seen very eitective and are ex- 
nected to control situation in Tucumcari area, Coid spell continued 
to check the aphid in Artesia-Carlsdad area, Approximately 5, Q0O 
acresaimeluding old alfalfa and new seedings, infested in this area. 
Apt ids are ajain appeariny in spotty heavy infestation in Dona Ana 

Younty, (Dobson, March 40), MARYLAND + Scattered in alfalfa 
fel ds in Baltimore, Prince Georges and Worcester Counties, (U. 
Md., Ent. ~Dept.). 


SPITTLEBUGS - MARYLAND - Hatching on weeds in eet Aanones 
County March 24 and in Prince Georjes County March 29, (U. Md., 
ine Deo), 


LOVER LEAF WEEVIL (Hypera punctata) - MARYLAND - One to 
Bap SS ee ee 
3 larvae per alfalfa plant in Prince Georges, Baltimore, Montgomery, 
Queen Annes and Worcester Counties. (U.Md., Ent, Dept.), 


MARYLAND - Few 


LOVER) ROOT CURCULIO ee ia Dispidula) - 
jes, Baltimore and 
), 


adults found in aifalfa fields in Prince eet 
Montgomery Counties. (U. Ma , plate Dept. 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica) - DELAWARE - Active over most 
of State. (Late News), Mes ARYLAND - Adults numerous in alfalfa 
fields in Baltimore County. Many cooulating, Sin le adults observed 
in Worcester and Montgomery Counties. (U.Md., Ent. Dept. ). 


SPIDER MITES NEW MEXICO  Attackiag new alfalfa in Artesia 
area, Considera-le damaje some fields, (Dobson, March 20). 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius ericae) - TEXAS - Medium to heavy on 
vetch and pasture srassés over Hunt County, Numerous in some 
crops out apparently no serious damaye. (Garner). 


Insects on Vetch in Northeast Texas: Be 

spotted cueumber neectle ~ «4 light but widespread on vetch 

in Hunt, Rockwall, Kaufman, Van Zandt and Delta Counties. Tarnished 
plant bug (Lygts lineolaris) light (2-4 nymphs and 4 adults per 20 
sweeps) and widespread, Green clovcrworm (Plathypena scabra) also 
lijht (4-5 younj larvae oer 20 sweeps), out jyeneral. (Garner), 


VARIEGATED CUTWORM (Peridroma margaritosa) “ LOUISIANA - 
Considerable damage to white clover in St. Landry Parish. (Burns). 


ARMYWORM (Pseudaletia uninuncta) - TENNESSEE - Newly-emeryed 
moth taken in Knoxville, March 27. (Stanley). MISSISSIPPI - Moths 
cominy to lights in larye numbers in Oktibbeha County, March 20. 
(Hutchins), LOUISIANA - Heavy flijhts at light traps in Tensas and 
St, Mary Parishes, Fifty-six motas taken night of March 22 in 
Tensas trap. Larvae not observed yet in fields in-Tensas. (Burns). 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) - TEXAS - Li ht sut widespread 
infestation on small grains quite general throughout central Texas 
small grain area. Area surveyed included Waxahachie, Waco, Austin, 
San Antonio, Kerrville, Comfort, Winter Haven, and -College 
Station, (Chada). 


ENGLISH GRAIN APHID (Macrosiphum jranarium) - TEXAS - Light 
out widespread infestation on small grain general througnout north 
central and central counties. (Chada). ; 


small grains in Palio Pinto County. Apparently causing damage. 
Some controls applied. (Lindsey). 


LEAPHOPPERS - TEXAS - Medium heavy local infestations or 
LEAPHOPPERS - TEXAS - Medi to neavy local infestations on 
i 


EASTERN LUBBER GRASSHOPPER (Romalea microptera) . FLORIDA- 
First-nympns 0: season osserved in Orlando during week of March la. 
Small infestation on St. Augustine grass. (Denmark), 


SUGARCANE BORER (Diatraes saccharalis) - LOUISIANA - Heavy 
flight of moths in St. Mary Parisn. Seventy-seven taken March 2d. 
(Burns). : 


JUNE BEETLES (Phyllophaga spp.) - LOUISIANA - Reported abundant 
around lights in Natchitoches and Acadia Parishes, (Newsom, Helm). 


BOLLWORM (Heliothis armigera) - LOUISIANA - Increasing numbers 
seing taken at mereury sae light traps in East Baton Rouge and 

St. Mary Parishes. Sixteen moths cas March 43 in East Baton 

Rouge; nineteen in St. Mary March 25, Fourth-instar larvae on 

white clover in East Baton Rouge Parish, Heavy egg deposition on 

roses, (Burns), 


SUGARCANE BEETLE(Enuetheolaruyiceps) - LOUISIANA - Beginning 
to appear in light trap at Baton Rouge. (Burns). 


. CHINCH BUG (Blissus leucopterus insu laris) - FLORIDA - Nymphs 
soe age! approximarely 7O per square foot on St. Augustine grass at 
Tampa. No adults found. Damage apparent. (Booth). 


MITES ON CLOVER - LORDS - Average of about 4 per leaf north 
of Quincy. Damage severe in-small isolated spots in 10 acre pasture, 
Damage in general not economic. (Guthrie; May). 


A SAWFLY (Pachynematus 2rax Ross) - CALIFORNIA - In 1953 a 
Species of sawily caused serious nage to wheat in Cuyama 

Valley, Santa Barsara County (se 28 CEIR, WiOln pop INO, 23, (p, ol4): 
however, definite determination could not be made at that time due 

to lack of adults. Early check of the infested areas this season has 
Shown adults in abundance and the insect has been determined as the 
acove speties by W. W. Middlekauff, The 1053 find was apparently 
the first record of the species south of Medford, Oregon, Itis 
reported that as many as 9 adults could ce hand-collected from single 
plants. Eggs are abundant in foliage. Although observed on barley 
in 1°53, its presence on that host has not been cbserved this season. 
Present high populations may be duet favorable conditions or a 
oreak-down in natural factors normally keeping it suppressed, 
(Armitage). 


FRUIT INSECIS 


CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) - WASHINGTON - Over- 
wintering larvae in area where “control was ie cult last year at 
Yakima shows only 2p out 10 percent winter~kill. (Newcomer), 


PEAR PSYLLA (Psylla pyricola) - WASHINGTON - Has: been de- 
positing eggs at Yakima, for for at least ten days. (Newcomer, March 24). 


L 
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SAN MIO SES © AniE (Aspid diotus pernic siosus) - WASHINGTON - About 
80 percent alive on unspr2yed trees at Yakima. (Newcomer), 


APHIDS - ILLINOIS - First aphids, apple grain aphid (enosatocseinum 
prunifoliae), found in small numbeis at Centralia during week ending 
LEAL. 17. (Chandler), INDIANA - ae ‘aph d (Aphis nomi) nymphs 
readily found Duds of carly apples March 42 at Vincennes, (Hamilton). 
NEW JERSEY - A few aphids fouid on suds in Cumberland County, 
Mach 24, (Farley). 


FALSE CHINCH BUG (Nysius cricace) - TEXAS - light to heavy but 
widespread on citrus fruit in a allcy area. (Griffith), 


TARNISHED PLANT BUG race gus lineolaris) - ILLINOIS - None jarred 
from trees; however, first of season swept from alralfa at Villa 
Ridge March 17. (Chandler). 


HED-BEANDED LEAFROLLER (Arcyrotaenia velutinana) - INDIANA - 
Vinter carryover in Vincennes area ligh htest since 134. owing to 
lig rht infestation in 1953, (Hemilton). 


RAS TERN TENT CATE RPIDEAR UVialacos a ma americanum) - TEXAS - 
Medium on wild plum ia Smith County. Pro bably hatched acout 
ols 


Feo, ZO. (Davis), MISSISSIPPI - Infesting peach ane wild cherry 
in Lowndes, Oktibbeha and Webster Cotas. (Hester), 


FLAT-HEADED APPLE TREE BORER (Chrysobothris femorata) - 
PENNSYLVANIA - Light infestation ia aople: o chard ia Bradford 
County. (Gesell). 


PECAN NUT CASEBEARER B (Acrovasis caryae) - TEXAS - Medium 
infestation on pecans in College Station area. Larvae beginning to 
feed on twigs. (Davis). 


PECAN CARPENTERWORM (Cossula magnifica) - NORTH CAROLINA ~ 
Damage to pecan trees in Garner area of Wake County. (Rabb). 


CItAUs WHE Hay 7 (eealen rodes citri) TEAAS - Light local infes- 
tation on citrus in Hidalyo County. One to 2 pupae on a few leaves, 
(Steohenson), 


MEXICAN FRUIT PLY (Anastrepha ludens) - Four additional larval 

‘infestations (very light) discovered in Rio Grande Valley, TEXAS 

area between March 1-15 making total of 13 for current season, Thirty- 

one adults, mostly gravid females, were taken in this area during 

this period also. No larval infestations have been discovered on the 

i pases near: Tijuana, Baja California, MEXICO , where the adult 
female was trapped Jar quary 24. (Mexican Fruit Fly Cont, Proj.). 


mie Chore INsEC is 


TURNIP APHID (Rhopalosiphum pseudobrassicae) - LOUISIANA - 
Severe infestation in one cabbaye field in Tensas Parish, (Burns). 


CABBAGE APHID (Brevicoryne brassic2e) - CALIFORNIA - Not 
serious in young fields but severe in some older fields ee 
controls not adequate. (Campbell), 


CABBAGE :-LOOPER (Trichophisia ni) - CALIFORNIA - Eggs observed 
in cabbage in Los Angeles and Orange Counties, Larvae infesting 
lettuce in Ventura County, (Campbell). 


IMPORTED CABBAGEWORM (Pieris rapae) - CALIFORNIA - Eggs 
observed in cabbage in Los Angeles 5a orig. C ountics. (Campbell). 


FLEA BEETLE - TEXAS - Medium on cabbage in Brown County, 
Some damage to young cabbage. (Rothe), 


PEA LEAF MINER (Liriomyza lengei) - CALIFORNIA - Becoming 
numerous on beets and spinach in Los Angeles County. (Campoell). 


STRAWBERRY APHID Neb tk horus fragaefolii) - CALIFORNIA - 
. Building up to damaging numbers on strawberries in Orange County. 
(Campbell). 


SPIDER MITES - NORTH CAROLINA - Infesting many strawberry 
beds in Wallace area of Duplin County. One ficld had 50 percent of 
old leaves infested. (Fulton, Mitchel), CALIFORNIA - Two-spotted 
spider mite (Tetranychus bimaculatus) beginning to be problem on 
strawberries in Orange County and on beans in Los Anyeles County. 
(Campovell), 


Potato Psyllid Numerous in Southern Breeding Areas 


Potato psyllid populations in the breeding areas of the southwestern 
states were observed to be much higher during March 1954 than at 

any time in the past 10 years, They present a potential danger, if 
weather conditions are favorable during May and June, for a north- 
ward movement of the psyllid into the potato and tomato growing areas 
in Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana and western Nebraska. 


Psyllid populations in March on wild Lycium averaged 69 adults per 
100 sweeps in southwestern Texas and southern New Mexico, 128 in 
Arizona, 50 in southern California and 28 in southern Nevada. They 
‘had not moved into southern Utah at this time although some of the 
wild host plants were in foliage. 


The highest psyllid Population in the Bea w Mexico 2rea in 
previous years was 52 per 100 sweeps in 1947, Weather conditions 
were unfavorable for 2 northward movement that year and the result 
was a moderate to light infestation in the northern’ states, However 
in 1949, when the psyllid population averaged 18 per 100 sweeps in the 
Texas-New Mexico area, weather conditions were favorable for a 
northward movement and 2 severe epidemic of psyllid yellows 
occurred in potato and tomato ficlds in the northern states. 


It must be emphasized that an epidemic of psyllid ye -llows in the 
northern potato and tomato growing areas in 1954 is dependent on 
favorable weather conditions during May and June sehen the long 
distance movement ot the psylilid eceurs, it mey Dejexpeced 

that high rainfall and below normal temperature in the northern 

states during May would inhibit the movemcnt. Above normal 

June Lemperatures, such as occurred in 1903, would reduce the 

size of the summer population, In other words normal or above 
normal May temperatures and about normal June temperatures 

would be favorable for the development of 2 psyllid epidemic. (Wallis). 


BOLLWORMS - TEXAS - Light to medium widespread infestation on 
cantaloups in Valley area, (Griffith). 


CUTWORMS - TEXAS - Light to medium but widespread on cantaloups, 
and tomatoes in Valley area. (Griffith), 
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Insects on Watermelons: TEXAS - Wircworms medium to heavy 

over widespread arca of Jim Hogg, Duval, and Brooks Counties, 
Stands badly damaged in several fields. (King, Tullos, Armstrong), 
Light local infestation of thrips in Jim Hogg County. (King ). Medium 
infestation of aphids on watermelons in Ramirez area of Duval 
County. (Tullos), Cutworms medium on watermelons near 
Hebbronville, Jim Hogg County, (King). Medium local infestations of 
May beetles in Duval County. (Whitley). FLORIDA - Leaf miners 
(Liriomyza sp.) common in fields at Leesburg. Melon aphid 

(Aphis gossypii) adults noted on several plants, (Crall). 


THRIPS - TEXAS - Light to heavy on onions in Zavala County. 
(lex. Geop, Ins. Rept, ). 


SEED-CORN MAGGOT (Hylemya cilicrura) - NORTH CAROLINA - 
Reported on pepper plants and garden peas in Faison area of Duplin 
County, (Dogger, Reid). 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - CALIFORNIA - Building up to 
injurious numbers on peas in Ventura County. (Campbell). 


Insects in Tobacco Plant Beds in North Carolina: A MIDGE causing 
light damage in Nash, Pitt and Wilson Counties; modcrate in Wayne 
and Sampson Counties. FLEA BEETLES causing light damage to 
some beds in Nash County; moderate in Hertford and Wayne. 

CRANE FLIES light in Nash and Wayne Counties; moderate in 
Sampson, WHITE GRUBS light in Wayne and Robeson Counties; 
moderate in Nash, First appearance of season of VEGETABLE 
WEEVIL in plant beds in Wayne and Robeson Counties. (Jones, Scott). 


GREEN PEACH APHID (Myzus persicae) - FLORIDA - Extremely 
light on tobacco and weeds at margin of bed in Gadsden County area, 
(May, Guthrie). Average of one adult 2nd one nymph per plant of 
potatoes at Hestin:s, Fifty plants inspected in l0-acre field, 
Approximaiely 2 percent of potatoes infested at Le Crosse with one 
adult and 3 to 5 nymphs per plant. (Van Pelt), 


VEGETABLE WEEVIL (Listroderes costirostris obliquus) - FLORIDA- 
Larvae noted on tobacco at Greensboro, Less than 1 percent of 

plants infested. (Van Pelt), Heavy damage to young Irish potatoes 

in gardens in Monticello. (Miller). 


COLORADO POTATO BEETLE (Leptinotarsa decemlineata) - 
FLORIDA - Less than 1 adult per plant on potatoes at La Crosse. 
(Van Pelt). 3 


TOBACCO FLEA BEETLE (Epitrix hirtipennis) - FLORIDA - AVELAGE 
of 1 to 3 per leaf on volunteer tobacco in Gadsden County area. 
(May, Guthrie)... 


COTTON INSEC 2S 


CUTWORMS - TEXAS - Light to medium widespread infestation on 
cotton in Valley area. (Griffith), Variegated cutworm (Peridroma 
margaritosa) infestation light locally on cotton near Petranilla. 
Cotton in 2 leaf stage, (Nolan). 


SALT MARSH CATERPILLARS - TEXAS - Medium local infestation on 
flax, clover. Limited migration to cotton in Nueces County. (Nolan). 


Medium but widespread on flax in San Patricio County, All stages 
Selita ploangens of movement into cotton if infestation increases. 


DARKLING BEETLES - TEXAS - Medium to} heavy widespread infes- 
tation on seedling cotton in Willacy County. (Griffith). 


FOREST, ORNAMENTAL AND SHADE TREE INSECTS 


AN AMBROSIA BEETLE (Platypus flavicornis) -. NORTH CAROLINA 
Damage to many trees in a pine stand in Warren County, (Wynn, 
Wie JOMeS, NS COLE)E 


ELM LEAF BEETL Ge eo xanthomelaena) - IDAHO - Be- 
ginning to emerge from hiber: nation qua: quarters in Boise Valley. 
(Portman March 20). 


A PINE SAWFLY (Acantholyda zappei) - PENNSYLVANIA - Injury 
noted.on Austrian pine in Wyoming County, (Gesell). 


HEMLOCK BORER (Melanophila iulvoguttata) - PENNSYLVANIA 
Collected in bark of hemlock in Sullivan County. (Gesell). 
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EUROPEAN PINE SHOOT MOTH (Rhyacionia buoliana) - PENNSYL- 
VANIA - Severe damage in red pine plantations in Liair and Indiana 
Counties, In latter county, over a thousand trees were removed 

because of injury. A few Scotch pines were also infested. (Udine), 


WALNUT SCALE (Aspidiotus juglans-regiae) - PENNSYLVANIA - 
Severely infesting Ilex in Westmoreland County. (Udine), 


AN APHID - TEXAS - Heavy localized infestation on flowering quince 
in Waco area, One thousand or more per plant. (Spicer). 


AZALEA BARK SCALE (Eriococcus azaleae) - LOUISIANA - Heavy 
infestation in one yarden in East Baton Rouge Parish. (Roussel ). 


Pests on Ornamentals in Florida: Eastern lubber grasshopper 
(Romalea microptera) average approximately 50 per amaryllis plant 
at Bushnell, Cotton aphid (Aphis gossypii) average about 150 to 200 
per bloom on hibiscus. Average of 4 nymphs of a spittlebug 
(Tomaspis bicincta) per plant on gerbera. (Maines), Adult thrips 
(Gynaikothrips ficorum) numerous on new growth of Indialaurel (Ficus 
retusa) at Ft. Pierce. (Hayslip). Eggs and adults of a mite 
(Tenuipalpus pacificus) found on orchid at Boynton Beach. Twenty- 
eight plants had about 500 mites per plant and 700 plants averaged 
about 10 mites per plant. (Dekle). 


ARGENTINE ANT (Iridomyrmex humilis) - ARIZONA - Light infes- 
tation discovered and treated in Phoenix nursery. (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). 


A HOLLY LEAF MINER ~- MARYLAND - Scattered infestations in 
Cecil, Prince Georges and Montgomery Counties. Mostly pupae. 
(U, Md.5 Ent. Dept.). 


KUROPEAN FRUIT LECANIUM (Lecanium corni) - ARIZONA - Severe 
on two mulberry trees in Phoenix. (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). 


STORED GRAIN INSECTS 


LESSER GRAIN BORER (Rhyzopertha dominica)- NORTH CAROLINA - 
Caused serious damage to a bin of wheat in Sampson County. (Morgan). 


CARPET BEETLES - OKLAHOMA - Reports of damage more numerous 
than usual for time of year. (Howell), 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


CATTLE GRUBS - NORTH CAROLINA - HOS cE in Northampton 
County. (Jameson). Worse than usual in Surry County. (Caudill). 


SHEEP-TICK (Melophagus ovinus) - UTAH - Substantial infestations 
on sheep in Cache County. (Knowlton). 


HORN FLY (Siphona irritans) - OKLAHOMA - Small numbers (10-50). 
in most parts of State. (Howell). Renee ee - Observed for 

first time this season at Knoxville March 235, (Stanley), FLORIDA - 
Average of 3-4 per animal in cattle ne around Gainesville. 
Forty per animal in herds examined at Haynesworth and Oxford. 
Fifty per animal near Tampa and 30 at Arcadia. About 5 per animal 
at Bushnell. (Van Pelt). 


CATTLE LICE - NORTH CAROLINA ~ Were widespread on cattle 
in Northampton and Wayne Counties. . (Jameson, Peedin). Severity 
of infestation appeared reduc ced in Surry County. (Caudill), UTAH - 
Many range cattle heavily infested. Control underway in several 
counties, (Knowlton). MONS = Medium widespread infestations on 
cattle in Lamar County; Some very heavy . spraying underway, 
(Conner). Heavy widespread infestation on cattle in Motley County, 
Appeared earlier and heavier than usual. Sprays being aoplied. 
(Pallmeyer). 


CHICKEN LICE - TEXAS - Medium widespread on hens in Ellis 
County, Atleast 90 percent of flocks infested. (Dorman). NORTH 
CAROLINA - Prevalent in flocks in Northampton and Wayne Counties. 
(Jameson and Peedin). 


RBROWN-BANDED ROACH (Supella supellectilium) - CALIFORNIA - 

NMiedium infestation found in ae Butte County, Marchi/. This 
find is approximately 35 miles north of nearest previously reported 
infestation at Sacramento, (Armitage). 


TICKS - OKLAHOMA - Dice nacentor albipictus has almost disap ees 


from horses and cattle; ‘Amblyomma americanum just starting. ‘(ih owell). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSECT: 


E 


CLOVER MITE aryotle 2 praetiosa) - IDAHO - Reported frequently 
as a pest in homes. (Doucl lass, Fane s, Mar. 20), INDIANA - Con- 

side Ae annoyance in some SO in Evansville. (Hamilton). 
NOLTs CAROLINA,~ Unusually active in homes in most areas, 
(Jones), MARYLAND - Laas & homes in Allegany, Baltimore, 
2nd, Prince Georges Countes. (U, iid... Mutt Depts): 


BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) - INDIANA - More reports 
tha. usual from householders in Vincennes area, Winter mortality 
appears very light. (Hamilton). IDAHO - Has ocen 1 reported in- 


festing houses in several localities. .(Manis, March 20). 


RECENT IMPORTANT INTERCEPTIONS AT PORLS Oe. BINGE Y 
Living larvae,of a PHYCITID,.Cryptoblabes gnidiclla (Mill.) were 
‘ntercepted in pomegranates in cargo (4 shipme a nents of 1000 cases 
each) from SPAIN at New oe NuY. (Howler, Richman), ‘The 
larvae were found in the calyx cups of the fruit in considerable 
nuimoers, Reports on this insect in foreign literature vary to some 
extent, ei some authorities it is considered a primary pest of 


tults, by others 2,secondary pest.of fruits eH bruising or 
0.385 Dy Olhers a. ger eral feeder on leaves, buds and flo Wers, 
and by still others a Anbar woiterlies, Tit ane certain conditions 
ut sige AS LO. Dea pest of some lmportance to.citrus and .grapes in 

the Mediterranean area, It ek been intercer, ‘ted on numerous 


occasions from Italy and DPA li Bas also been taken on plants 

froin Bermuda. Recent interceptions include larvae in tangerines 

in Stores from the Azores at Boston (Lantz) and in orange in 
stores from Spain at Savannah (Pruitt), This insect i 

to 0 ecGur In the Soe United States. 
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ESTIMATES OF DAMAGE BY THE EUROPEAN CORN’. BORER 
TO GRAIN CORNIN THE UNITED STAGES INAga3 


Compiled by R, L, Shotwell 


The 1953 loss of grain corn due to damage by the European corn 

borer (Pyrausta nubilalis) is estimated to be about 90 million bushels, 
equivalent to over 3 percent of an estimated national crop of 

24, 869, 636, O00 bushels harvested for grain. The estimated crop 

loss value is $125, 465, O00 when computed with exceptions shown 

in taole 1 on the basis. of prices 1/ received by the farmers as of 

December 15, 1558, The estimates were made for 1, 008 counties 

in 25 States and include 65 percent of all the counties known to be 

infested in the United States. 


The estimated production, value of production and crop losses for 
counties included in the estimates are given in table l. Reported 
production data 4/ were utilized. Since district and county pro- 
duction data were not available for 1953, such data were estimated 
by proportioning 1958 total production according to proportions of 
production reported in recent years. 


The estimates of crop loss are vased on fall surveys of borer popu- 
lations made by State agencies in 726 counties in 26 States 3/4 They 
were computed for 284 more counties than surveyed by applying popu- 
lation averajes within a district and averages of adjoining or nearby 
counties to counties that were not surveyed. ‘The index of 3 percent 
loss per borer per plant was used generally in computing estimates 
of loss. In some instances the estimated losses were adjusted down- 
ward because of significant proportions of immature larvae reported 
in the surveys. 


1/U.S,. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Farm Price Report of the 
Crop Reporting Service, December 31, 1953 


4 Crop Production, Crop Reporting Board, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Annual Summary, December 


OnRQ 
TID. 


3/Shotwell, R.L. Status of the European Corn Borer in 1958. Coopera- 
tive Economic Insect Report, Vol. 4, No. 6, pp, 100-126, February la, 
1994, Plant Pest Control Branch, Agricultural Research Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 
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Weather Continued 


adequate and wheat and pastures on in good condition, The week 
was also 5-10° colder than normal in the North Central Interior and 
generally 3-5° colder than normal west of the Continental Divide. 

In contrast temperatures averaged 5-10° above normal in the South 
and 2-59 above in the ee This was the 3rd consecutive abnormally 
cOLe week east of the Continental Divide. Daily freezing occurred 

in most far Western Interior sections but no serious damage 

was recorded although in the lower Sacramento Valey, pears and 
almonds suffered some light damage and some orchard heating was 
necessary in the upper portion of tne Valley on the 23rd, 


Cold air intrusion entered the North Central aterior durin: the week 
and brought a sharp reduction in temperatures and a mimimum of 
-19° was. reported at Cutbank, Montana on the morning of the 8th, 

On the mo Senin of tae 29th, ininima in the middle teens and low 

twenties extended southward to nortnern Oklahoma and ae to 

northern Texas. Maximum temperatures in the southern areas rose 
into the 70's and 80's on several days 


Jlost of the weeks snowfall occurred on the 24th, 25th, 28th and 29th, 
Du ring the former period light to moderate amounts fell from 
Montana eastward to upper Michigan and amounts up to 10 inches in 
ane Michigan and central Minnesota delayed traffic. General 

yht to moderate snow fell on tie 43th and 29th in northern areas 
a eavy amounts in a cand extending from soutneastern South 
Dakota to northeastern Nebraska eastward through central Iowa 
and the saithern Great Lakes reac into northern New York and 
New England. 


~) 
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On the 25th, a low pressure area Sous storm intensity as it moved 
from central Great ae north eastward across Lake Superior, 
GQle -force winds with gusts oer 70 t ee per hour in Wisconsin 


and hurricane speed w J in Michigan caused widespread minor 
property damage. The storm center passed in the vicinity o 
Poca Micnigan wnere the pres eua fell to 28, 204 ones mean 

sea level; a new March level for the station, The previous lowest March 
reading for Escanaba was 28, 28 inches March 29th, 1920, (Summary 
Supplic od by U.S. Weather Bureau). 
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